
Funding for this project was provided by Merck Canada Inc. Merck Canada Inc. had no role in the development of the content, analysis, conclusions, or 
recommendations presented herein. The content reflects the independent views of the authors and is intended for informational purposes only.

Vaccine accessibility from pharmacies: A Canadian 
environmental scan

EVIDENCE BRIEF

Since 2007, pharmacists nationwide have been increasingly granted the authority to administer 
and prescribe vaccines. Ontario is currently among the most restrictive provinces related to scope 

of practice for pharmacists’ vaccination services.1

Vaccine Administration Authority

Vaccine Prescribing Authority
Broad authority for most/all vaccines for 
routine use (additional credentials may 
be required for select travel vaccines)

Prescribing authority available for 
pharmacists with specific credentials

No prescribing authority

Broad authority for most/all vaccines

Administration authorization only for 
vaccines on a legislated list (those not listed 
can only be administered with an order from 
a prescriber)2

No vaccine administration authority

Pharmacy Access to 
Publicly Funded Vaccines
Access to most/all publicly funded 
vaccines

Access to a selection of publicly funded 
vaccines other than influenza and COVID-19

No access to publicly funded vaccines other 
than influenza and COVID-19, or no 
vaccine administration authority

Additional information on pharmacist vaccine prescribing authority on reverse side
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Province or 
Territory

Year 
Implemented Prescribing Authorization Description

Alberta 2007 • Only pharmacists with Additional Prescribing Authorization credential can prescribe any vaccine

British Columbia 2009

• All publicly funded vaccines as well as any other vaccines recommended by any recognizable 
provincial, national, or organizational organization are available without a prescription

• Pharmacists can not issue prescriptions for others, or if a prescription is required for insurance 
coverage purposes 

Manitoba 2014
• No prescription required for a selection of vaccines to people who are eligible for them through the 

publicly funded vaccination program
• No prescribing authorization for other vaccines or for people ineligible for publicly funded vaccines 

New Brunswick 2014 • All pharmacists who complete an orientation training program can prescribe a selection of vaccines
• Pharmacists with travel medicine credential can prescribe additional travel vaccines

Newfoundland 
and Labrador 2024 • All pharmacists who complete an orientation training program can prescribe a selection of vaccines

Nova Scotia 2011 • All pharmacists can prescribe a selection of vaccines
• Pharmacists with travel medicine credential can prescribe additional travel vaccines

Prince Edward 
Island 2020 • All pharmacists who have completed injection training can prescribe a selection of vaccines

• Pharmacists with training in travel medicine can prescribe additional travel vaccines

Quebec 2019 • All pharmacists have prescribing authority for all vaccines

Saskatchewan 2019
• All vaccines other than influenza require a prescription; however, all pharmacists can issue 

prescriptions for non-travel vaccines
• Pharmacists with travel medicine credential can prescribe additional travel vaccines
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